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INITIATIVES 
& INSIGHTS

● Disinformation in the 

Philippines

● Fact-checking in the 

Classroom

● Disinformation Research



Disinformation 
in the Philippines



Self-reported 
EXPOSURE to 

disinformation: 
Philippines

Q: Have you seen false or misleading information about any of the 

following topics, in the last week? (Digital News Report 2021)



Self-reported EXPOSURE to disinformation: 46 markets

Q: Have you seen false or misleading information about any of the following topics, in the last week? 

(Digital News Report 2021)



Disinformation 
by TOPIC

PH respondents

Coronavirus

Politics

Products and services

Other health issues

Climate change

Immigration

Celebrities



SOURCES of 
Disinformation

PH respondents

Q: Which of the following, if any, are you most concerned about online? 
Please select one.  False or misleading information FROM… (Digital 
News Reports 2020, 2021)



CHANNELS of 
Disinformation

PH respondents

Q: Which of the following, if any, are you most concerned about online? 
Please select one.  False or misleading information VIA… (Digital News 
Reports 2021)



Verification 
HABIT

Q: How often do you verify a news story? (Media and Disinformation in 
the Philippines 2021) 



Q: How often do you verify a news story? (Media and Disinformation in 
the Philippines 2021) 

Verification 
HABIT



OBSTACLES to 
Verification

Q: What is the main reason you are unlikely to verify the information 
you consume?



OBSTACLES to 
Verification

(Media and 
Disinformation 

in the Philippines)

Q: What is the main reason you are unlikely to verify the information 
you consume?



Fact-Checking 
in the Classroom



Journalism and Fact-checking



JOURNALISM 

ETHICS (J110)

SEMINAR 
(J196)

Fact-checking in J-school

STRATEGIES
Part of a 

course

Standalone 

course

PERSONAL



Journalism 
Ethics: 

Truthtelling, 
accuracy, 

verification

2011



Journalism 
Ethics: 

Truthtelling, 
accuracy, 

verification

2015



Journalism 
Ethics: 

Fact-checking 
the elections

2016



Journalism 
Ethics: 

Post-2016
elections

2016



Journalism 
Seminar: 
2017–
present

Verifying 
Textual Claims

Verifying Visual 
Claims

Understanding 
Disinformation

• History and 
Process of Fact-
Checking
• Fact-Checkable 
Claims
• Digging up the 
Facts
• Packaging the 
Fact Check
• Code of 
Principles

• Process of 
Verification
• Provenance
• Digital 
Footprints
• Date and Time
• Geolocation 

• History of 
Disinformation 
and Fake News
• Mapping the 
Information 
Disorder 
Landscape
• Information 
Disorder in the 
Philippines
• The COVID-19 
Disinfodemic



‘Newsroom’WORKFLOW



Research: Elements of information disorder

Wardle and Derakhshan, 2017



Research: Phases of information disorder

Wardle and Derakhshan, 2017



2018



2019





2019



Disinformation 
Research









VALUE of
Fact-Checking

● Evidence-based correction

● Swift response

● Foil vs data voids

● Influence on knowledge

● Can be taught

● Support for fact-checking


