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The National Spatial Strategy supports 
decentralization and regional development…

• by aiming to decongest NCR and direct 
growth to key centers throughout the country

• by recognizing the comparative advantages of 
cities and municipalities and linking lagging 
regions with leading ones



The Philippine Development Plan 2017-2022 and 

the National Spatial Strategy

 The Plan espouses a National Spatial Strategy that 

describes the geographic development challenges and 

opportunities in population and economic growth.

 The NSS provides the basis for policies on urban 

development, infrastructure development, disaster 

mitigation and environmental resource protection and 

conservation.



Component Strategies of the NSS

1. Build on the efficiencies and maximize the 

benefits of scale and agglomeration 

economies

 Decongest Metro Manila

 Develop regional and sub-regional centers
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Component Strategies of the NSS

2. Connect the settlements to form an efficient 

network

 Improve linkages among settlements and 

key production areas by connecting rural 

areas to growth centers 
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Component Strategies of the NSS

3. Make vulnerability reduction an integral part 

of development

 Reduce the risks of communities exposed to 

the threats of disasters
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Anticipation of the network of settlements

 Guides long-term planning at the sub-national level

 Gives a scenario of where our major centers will be and 

their possible roles or functions

 Provides a basis for planning for infrastructure, housing 

and other services



Data Source: ASDFs

Metropolitan Centers

 Centers of commercial, 

financial and 

administrative activities  

Regional Centers 

 Regional markets and 

service centers to 

several provinces

Sub-regional Centers

 Connect to and serve as 

service centers of smaller 

provincial and local centers

Three-tiered network



4 Metropolitan 

Centers

Data Source: Area Spatial Development Frameworks



Metro Manila

 Will remain as the seat of the 

national administration and the 

center of commerce and trade

Metro Cebu

 Country’s 2nd largest urban 

center with extensive domestic 

and international links next to 

Metro Manila 

 Serves as the Visayas’ 

economic, commercial and 

logistics center

Metro Davao

 Major international gateway 

 Mindanao’s premier commercial 

hub and center for education and 

health services. 

Metro Cagayan de Oro

 Major gateway and 

transhipment hub in Northern 

Mindanao 

 Will remain as a key 

educational center in 

Mindanao

Roles of 

Metropolitan Centers

Data Source: ASDFs



37 Regional 

Centers

Data Source: Area Spatial Development Frameworks



Characteristics of Regional Centers

o Population size of 120,000-1.2 Million

o Cities’ markets serve populations living 

beyond their boundaries.

o Most of the cities also function as regional 

administrative centers



Regional Centers

Laoag City 

Tuguegarao City 

Tabuk City 

Santiago City 

San Fernando City 

(La Union) 

Baguio City-La Trinidad-

Itogon-Sablan-Tuba-

Tublay 

Cabanatuan City 

Tarlac City

Subic-Olongapo City

Balanga City 

Angeles City 

Baliuag

Malolos City

Dasmariñas City 

Antipolo  City 

Calamba City 

Batangas City 

Lucena City 

Calapan City 

Puerto Princesa City 

Legazpi City 

Naga City (Camarines Sur)

Iloilo (Iloilo City- Pavia-

Oton- Leganes, Santa 

Barbara- San Miguel) 

Bacolod (Bacolod City-

Talisay City-Silay City)

Tagbilaran City 

Tacloban City 

Ormoc City 

Zamboanga City 

General Santos City 

Butuan City

Cotabato City 

Dipolog City 

Jolo 

Surigao City 

Pagadian City 

Koronadal City 

Tagum City



Dominant Roles of Regional Centers

• Baguio City, Tuguegarao City, San Fernando City 
(La Union), Calamba City, Legazpi City, Calapan
City, Tacloban City, Iloilo City, Butuan City, Pagadian
City, and Koronadal City

Regional 
Administrative 

Center

• (Examples) Iloilo City, Bacolod City, Angeles City, 
Zamboanga City, Legazpi City, Laoag City, Puerto 
Princesa City, and General Santos City

International 
Gateway

• (Examples) Legazpi City, Naga City, Calapan City, 
Puerto Princesa City, Laoag City, Tagbilaran City, 
and Surigao City

Tourism Hub



117 Sub-

Regional 

Centers

Data Source: Area Spatial Development Frameworks



Sub-regional Centers
 Alfonso Lista (Potia) 

 Banaue

 Bangued

 Bauko

 Besao

 Bontoc 

(Mountain Province)

 Danglas

 Flora 

 Kiangan

 La Paz (Abra)

 Lamut

 Langiden

 Luna (Apayao)

 Peñarrubia

 Pidigan

 Pudtol

 Sadanga

 San Isidro (Abra)

 Santa Marcela

 Tayum

 Tubo

 Alaminos City

 Dagupan City

 Cauayan City

 Ilagan City 

 Santa Ana (Cagayan)

 Arayat

 Capas

 Concepcion (Tarlac)

 Hagonoy (Bulacan)

 Lubao

 Mabalacat City

 Marilao

 Mariveles

 Mexico

 Meycauayan City 

 San Fernando City 

(Pampanga)

 San Ildefonso (Bulacan)

 San Jose City

 San Jose del Monte City

 San Miguel (Bulacan)

 Santa Maria (Bulacan)

 Bacoor City

 Baras (Rizal)

 Biñan City

 Cabuyao City

 Cainta

 Gen. Mariano Alvarez

 General Trias City

 Imus City

 Lipa City

 Nasugbu

 Rodriguez (Montalban)

 San Mateo (Rizal)

 San Pablo City

 San Pedro City

 Santa Rosa City

 Sariaya

 Silang

 Tanauan City 

 Tanza

 Taytay (Rizal)

 Boac

 Romblon (Capital)

 San Jose (Occi. Min)

 Daet

 Iriga City

 Ligao City

 Masbate City

 Matnog

 Pili 

 Sorsogon City

 Tabaco City

 Virac

 Roxas City

 Malay

 San Carlos City 

(Negros Occidental)

 Kabankalan City

 Estancia

 Dumangas

 San Jose (Antique)

 Miag-ao

 Catbalogan City

 Calbayog City

 Jordan

 Kalibo

 Dumaguete City

 Bogo City

 Toledo City

 Tubigon

 Iligan City

 Panabo City

 Marawi City

 Ozamiz City

 Malaybalay City

 Valencia City

 Digos City 

 Polomolok

 Midsayap

 Mati City

 Kidapawan City

 Gingoog City

 Bislig City

 Tandag City

 Tacurong City

 Bongao

 Parang (Maguindanao)

 San Francisco 

(Agusan del Sur)

 Tubod (Lanao del Norte)

 Maramag

 Ipil 

 Glan (Saranggani)

 Malita

 Laguindingan

 Isabela City- Lamitan

 Aurora 

(Zamboanga del Sur)



Dominant Roles of Sub-regional Centers

• Examples: Alaminos City, Matnog, Malay, 
Kalibo, Jordan, Tubigon

Tourism Center/ 
Hub

• Examples: Midsayap, Mati, Cauayan City, 
Polomolok, Kidapawan City, Bislig, Tacurong
City, Calbayog City

Agri-industrial 
Center/ Hub

• Examples: Biñan City, Sta. Rosa City, Lipa
City, Tanauan City, San Carlos City, Iligan City, 
Mariveles

Industrial Center/ 
Hub

• Examples: Marawi City, Dumaguete City 
Higher Education/ 
Learning Center



Thank you!


