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1. The PIDS reiterates its support to the establishment of an independent Philippine Energy 
Research and Policy Institute (PERPI) as provided in the re-filed versions of the bill -  
House Bill 1193 and House Bill 1266.  The energy sector is a vital component of the 
national economy.  Thus, it is necessary for the government to create an enabling policy 
environment to harness energy research and technology for the development of stable, 
sustainable, affordable and reliable energy supply in the country.   
 

2. Both HB 1193 and HB 1266 are similar as to the objectives of the PERPI and the functions 
and powers accorded to the Institute as specified in Sections 4 and 5 of the proposed bills.   
However, there is a need to harmonize the bills on some salient features such as: (1) 
institutional approach; (2) organizational structure; (3) composition and the roles/functions 
of the Advisory Board; (4) endowment fund and appropriations.   
 

3. Below are PIDS comments on these salient features: 
 
On Transdisciplinary vs Multidisciplinary Approach 
 
Since PERPI is envisioned to integrate science and other disciplines into policy research 
for the energy sector, adopting a transdisciplinary approach would be appropriate to reflect 
this vision.   A transdisciplinary approach dissolves the boundaries of disciplines and 
organizes research and policy development in the context of real-world problems or 
themes.  A multidisciplinary approach mainly involves different disciplines within a sector 
with each discipline working independent of each other. 
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On the Organizational Structure 
 
Both HB 1193 and HB 1266 agree to an independent PERPI; that the Institute can 
independently validate and evaluate the policy thrust of the government, making the 
research outputs and recommendations more credible.  The establishment of PERPI in the 
University of the Philippines (Diliman) further supports the objective to the 
academic/scientific focus of the Institute.  However, the proposed bills are not clear 
whether the Advisory Council acts as a Board or merely functions to give advice.  The 
functions and powers of the Advisory Council as enumerated in Sections 10 of the 
proposed bills indicate that the Council not only provides but also determines (i.e. governs) 
the general direction and priorities of the Institute.  As a governing body, the Advisory 
Council acts as a Board and thus PERPI is an agency attached to the UP.  On the other 
hand, if the role of the Advisory Council is merely to give advice, it has no real influence 
over the affairs of the PERPI since the Institute will be under the UP system governed by 
the UP President and the Board of Regents.   
 
On the composition of the Advisory Council      
 
HB 1193 recommends a 9-member council consisting of the Secretaries of DOE, DOST 
and NEDA.  The remaining 6 members are experts in the fields of engineering, economics, 
law, science, statistics and public health.  Regardless of the functions and powers of the 
Advisory Council, it is critical to involve the DOE, DOST and NEDA in the Council since 
these are the key agencies that implements policies and plans the development objectives 
of the sector.  The purely academic composition of Council members proposed under HB 
1266 would diminish the role of PERPI in effectively bringing about energy reforms in the 
country.    
 
 On the Endowment Fund  
 
The propose allocation of 1% or at least P10.00 of each energy related fee and charge 
imposed by the DOE, ERC and NEA for PERPI, as provided under HB 1193 is an 
important provision to ensure funding for the Institute’s endowment fund in the long run.  
The growth of the endowment fund is necessary for the continued independent operation 
and future expansion of the Institute.    
 
 
 


