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(Guide for Media Practitioners on the Reporting 
and Coverage of Children)



• Attached agency of the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD)

• Primary government agency responsible for coordinating efforts 
on child rights, protection, and welfare in the Philippines

• Develops and strengthens child-related policies, monitors the 
implementation of child laws and programs, and promotes the 
welfare and rights of every Filipino child

• Champions the responsible representation of children in media 
and communications by promoting ethical storytelling that 
protects children from harm and upholds their dignity

About the Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC)





• Purpose 
• Development Process
• Coverage
• Structure
• 5 Key Principles 
• Key Considerations for Specific Groups

OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION



• Public information plays a significant 
role 

• The way children are portrayed in 
media can influence public attitudes

• The Revised Guide for Media 
Practitioners on the Reporting and 
Coverage of Children aims to 
strengthen the application of the 
“best interest of the child” principle 
in media practice.

PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE
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Under the Republic Act No. 9344, the 
best interest of the child refers to:

“the totality of the circumstances and 
conditions which are most conducive 
to the survival, protection, and 
feelings of security of the child, and 
most encouraging to the child’s 
physical, psychological, and 
emotional development. It also means 
the least detrimental available 
alternative for safeguarding the 
growth and development of the child.”

PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE
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• The Guide also hopes to assist media practitioners and social 
media content creators move beyond using their moral 
compass towards having clear guidance as they navigate 
between the exercise of press freedom and deciding on the 
child’s welfare. 

WHY THIS GUIDE MATTERS TODAY
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DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Original guide 
developed by DOJ 

→

Revised

→

CWC update

2000 2008 2024

What changed?

  Digital 
platforms

✧  Viral content   OSAEC-CSAEM

  Evolving child protection 
laws



Key Informant Interviews 
with the Media and Focus 
Group Discussion with the 
NGAs and RC/SCWCs

Consultation 
Workshop with the 
Media, NGAs, and 
NGOs

Consultation 
Session with the 
Children

Validation Session 
with the Media, 
NGAs, NGOs, and 
RC/SCWCs

Presentation to the 
Technical Management 
Group for approval by 
the CWC Board

Approved 
by the CWC 
Board



Media and Children



COVERAGE OF THE GUIDE

Traditional Media
TV, radio, print journalists 

and broadcasters

New Media
Content creators, vloggers, 

and social media 
personalities

CNSPs
Children in Need of Special 

Protection



Five Principles
Normative foundation rooted in children's rights.

Practical Guidance
How principles become editorial and production decisions.

Children in Need of Special Protection
Additional safeguards for situations of heightened vulnerability.

STRUCTURE OF THE GUIDE



BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD

Five lenses for evaluating every story involving a child.

FIVE KEY PRINCIPLES

Privacy Agency Participation Dignity Sensitivity
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PRIVACY
Protect the child’s identity

1.  Avoid identifying details.
2. Limit specifics.
3. Collect information 

responsibly.
4. Keep data safe.
5. Be careful when 

livestreaming.



 AGENCY
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Respect the child's agency

1.  Give enough time for child to be 
prepared.

2. Get consent and assent .
3. Allow child to opt out.
4. Ensure adult supervision.
5.Consider media exposure only if 

necessary.



 PARTICIPATION
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Encourage meaningful participation.

1.  Listen to children’s voices. 
2. Conduct risk assessment. 
3.Create safe, empowering space. 
4.Seek expert opinion. 
5. Build trust with children.

Enhanced Guidebook on 

Child Participation (2023)
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DIGNITY

Ensure dignified treatment

1.  Do not objectify children. 
2. Do not promote Online Sexual 

Abuse or Exploitation of Children 
and Child Sexual Abuse or 
Exploitation Material (OSAEC and 
CSAEM)

3. Avoid demeaning images.
4. Be trauma-informed. 
5. Prevent stigma and harm.



SENSITIVITY
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Handle stories with sensitivity.

1.  Get expert opinion. 
2. Mind your language. 
3.Be prepared and follow all 

protocols.
4. Build trust. 
5. Practice empathy.



Before publishing, ask:

Am I serving the public interest without 
compromising the child's rights?

Could this coverage cause retraumatization, 
stigma, or online harm?

Were consent and assent properly secured?

Have I protected the child's identity and safety?

Is this in the best interest of the child?

A Practical Editorial Checklist



Children who are:
• Below 18 years old, or 18 years old and above but unable to fully care for 

themselves due to disability or conditions; and
• Vulnerable to or victims of abuse, neglect, exploitation, violence, 

discrimination, and other harmful situations
Includes children affected by:
• Child labor
• Online Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Children and Child Sexual Abuse 

and Exploitation Materials (OSAEC-CSAEM)
• Child trafficking
• Children in Conflict with the Law (CICL)
• Children in alternative care
• Children living with HIV

Goal: Protect children whose survival, safety, and development are at risk

CHILDREN IN NEED OF SPECIAL PROTECTION (CNSPs)



Protect the child’s identity and safety
⚬ Avoid disclosure of personal information that may lead to:

￭ Further trauma
￭ Compromised investigations
￭ Bullying, discrimination, or unwanted attention

Ensure child-sensitive interviews
⚬ Provide a safe environment and emotional support
⚬ Avoid direct interviews when inappropriate; social workers may speak on behalf of the 

child when needed
Practice responsible reporting

⚬ Understand the child’s situation, needs, and appropriate engagement approaches
⚬ Coordinate and refer cases to Law Enforcement Agencies for proper action

Principle: The child’s protection, dignity, and best interest come first.

ONLINE SEXUAL ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN (OSAEC) /
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION MATERIAL (CSAEM) VICTIMS:



Prioritize protection over publicity
⚬ Media engagement with children in situations of armed conflict is not allowed as it 

may compromise their best interests
⚬ Do not pressure or insist on interviews

Follow authorized protocols
⚬ Only authorized personnel may engage with affected children
⚬ Social workers determine appropriate interventions and child participation

Ensure trauma-informed handling
⚬ Consider that a child’s ability to provide assent may be affected by the situation
⚬ Avoid actions that may cause retraumatization or further harm

Key reminders
⚬ Follow Republic Act No. 11188 and its IRR on the protection of children in armed conflict
⚬ Rescued children must not be used for political purposes or unnecessary media 

exposure

CHILDREN IN SITUATIONS OF ARMED CONFLICT OR CHILD PROTECTION IN 
EMERGENCIES:
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Promote inclusive and rights-based reporting
⚬ Recognize children facing discrimination due to:
⚬ Gender, SOGIESC, ethnicity, disability, religion, poverty, or geographic isolation
⚬ Consider the multiple factors affecting a child’s situation

Ensure sensitive and ethical coverage
⚬ Give special attention to children who are:

￭ Displaced or at risk
￭ Indigenous children
￭ Children with disabilities
￭ Children affected by substance abuse
￭ Children seeking refuge

⚬ Respect their rights and ensure interactions are guided by authorized professionals, 
especially social workers

Provide context, not labels
⚬ Understand children within their family and community context
⚬ When featuring children in shelters, highlight the support services and interventions 

helping them move forward
Principle: Tell their stories with dignity, respect, and hope.

CHILDREN LIVING IN MARGINALIZED SITUATIONS:
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

• Create child-sensitive content that upholds children's rights and protects them from 

harm.

• Always obtain consent and assent before and throughout media engagement.

• Urgency is never an excuse to bypass ethical standards.

• Collaborate with child protection stakeholders to strengthen responsible reporting.

• Raise child protection concerns with the appropriate government agencies.
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DICT eGov SuperApp

https://www.instagram.com
/makabata_helpline/https://www.facebook.com/

MakabataHelpline/

makabatahelpline@cwc.gov.ph
0919-3541383 (Smart) 
0915-8022375 (Globe)

www.cwc.gov.ph

Council for the Welfare of Children

cwc.cwc.gov.ph @CWC_govph

For concerns, contact the Council for the Welfare of Children through the following:

For reports on abuse, exploitation, and neglect, contact the

through the following:
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