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SEA-PLM: Percent of  Grade 5 students 
meeting the minimum expected standards:
Reading: 10% / Mathematics: 17%





Learning Crisis before the pandemic
PISA 2018 results

65% reported 
being bullied 
at least a few 
times in a 
month (OECD 
average 23%)

80% did not 

achieve 
minimum 

proficiency in 
reading, math



Growth Mindset and Learning Results



Findings from UNICEF 
Longitudinal Study
From 2015 to 2020 following a cohort of more than 3,400 children



Re-confirmation of Learning Crisis

• Mathematics: No student in the study appeared to have the necessary 
foundational skills required to understand the Grade 4 mathematics 
curriculum.

• Literacy: 25% of students at Grade 4 achieved the level of reading and 
understanding expected but approximately 50% understood the meaning 
of short texts in 3 languages: mother tongue, Filipino and English.

• Children from conflict-affected areas were on average two years behind 
their peers in the other groups.  Children in conflict-affected areas also 
demonstrated lower levels of social-emotional skills.

• Those who attended pre-school (child development centers) consistently 
outperformed those who didn’t.



Pre-School Attendance and Socio-Emotional Learning



Foundational and Socio-Emotional Skills



Socio-Emotional Learning and Gender



COVID-19 pandemic 

school closures and 

the devastating effects 

of  natural disasters 

have exacerbated 

learning poverty and 

inequalities.



• Increased inequality: High dropouts among disadvantaged and 

uneven access to internet and gadgets for learning.

• Learning loss: Learning-Adjusted Years of Schooling is 

estimated to go down by 1.30-1.86 years

• Foregone earnings per individual: PV loss of average annual 

earning by $844 - 1,208 (in 2017 PPP$).

COVID-19 Impacts 

on Education and Economy



RAPID Framework

13 |  for every child



• Reopen all pre-schools and keep schools and learning centers reopened

• Conduct nationwide rapid literacy and numeracy assessments and 

implement remedial programmes with an equity focus

• Develop socio-emotional learning strategies and mental health and 

psychosocial support for students and teachers

• Reprioritize Early Childhood Education, expanding access and quality, and 

identify more effective institutional arrangements

• Launch a national digital learning programme: internet connectivity to all 

schools and devices with learning content for rural and last-mile schools

Recommendations for 

Learning Recovery



• Elevate the value of the teaching profession and provide more support to 

teachers

• Develop policies for parental engagement in education, including stronger 

teacher-parent coordination and parent-to-parent support

• Increase budget allocation and investments in the education system for the 

implementation of BEDP 2030

• 6% of GDP and 20% of national budget

• 10% of education budget to early childhood

• Double special education funds (from 1% to 2%) at LGU level

• Promote partnerships with the private sector and create incentives for more private investment in 

education
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