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Supports lifecycle and risk-
based approach

Offers perspective on 
program gaps

WHY THE STUDY MATTERS 

FOR DSWD

• Ambisyon Natin 2040

• Social Protection Plan 

2023-2028

Aligns with national 
development strategies

Flagship programs (e.g. 4Ps) 

are necessary but 

insufficient in a middle-

income context

Considers vulnerability of 

population other than 

poverty in policy and 

programs

The Middle Class and Vulnerability to Income Poverty:  Implications for Social Protection in the Philippines



CRITICAL 

ASSESSMENT

Vulnerability measure focuses on income probability, not 

full multidimensional welfare 

Heavy reliance on quantitative data may overlook 

qualitative dimensions of vulnerability (e.g., social 

exclusion)

The Middle Class and Vulnerability to Income Poverty:  Implications for Social Protection in the Philippines



POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Coverage 

Expansion

Differentiate 

interventions

Build Capacities of 
individuals and 
communities

• Include near-poor and lower middle-income households

vulnerable to shocks

• Focus on rural and lagging regions with high vulnerability

• Embed adaptive and shock-responsive mechanisms in 

programs

• Build adaptive capacity to transformational capacity

• Move toward a unified, lifecycle-based social protection 

system

• Needs-based approach in implementing programs 

The Middle Class and Vulnerability to Income Poverty:  Implications for Social Protection in the Philippines



Measuring Poverty within Filipino 

Households: Examining of 

Resource Sharing and Economies 

of Scale

Xxx



Presents broader view of 
vulnerability

Aligns with national 
priorities

WHY THE STUDY MATTERS 

FOR DSWD

Supports lifecycle and risk-
based approach

● Hidden inequality within 
households

● Undercounted poverty

Measuring Poverty within Filipino Households: Examining of Resource Sharing and Economies of Scale

● Poverty varies across 
age and roles

● Sector-specific 
vulnerability

● Evidence to stay on track 
toward AmBisyon Natin 2040

● Evidence to strengthen social 
protection under the PDP 
2023–2028



CRITICAL 

ASSESSMENT

Static Snapshot, Limited View of Vulnerability Dynamics - Does not 
capture how vulnerability changes over time or during shocks (e.g., 
disasters, inflation)

Data and Measurement Constraints - Results may approximate 
inequality, but could miss deeper dimensions (e.g., power, access, time 
poverty)

Measuring Poverty within Filipino Households: Examining of Resource Sharing and Economies of Scale



POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Enhanced targeting 
and data systems

Lifecycle- and 
risk-sensitive 
approaches

Stronger child- and 
gender-responsive 

delivery

Integration of individual-level vulnerability markers (e.g., via CBMS) 

to capture who is truly at risk within households

Improved reach of benefits to intended individuals and better 

monitoring of actual beneficiaries

Prioritization of households with dependents and higher 

vulnerability levels

Measuring Poverty within Filipino Households: Examining of Resource Sharing and Economies of Scale
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OVERALL STRATEGIC 

INITIATIVES and WAYS 

FORWARD

Revisit Program Design and Coverage

Fastrack implementation of Adaptive and Shock 
Responsive Social Protection

Improve Targeting and Data Systems
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www.dswd.gov.ph


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12

