
Every Child Deserves Safe 
Spaces:
What research tells us about violence 
against Filipino children and why it matters 
for media and public policy
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Media influences public perception

Children experience violence

Children become news

Policy responds to public narratives



Violent incidents by children in 
just one week (June)
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Violence against children is more 
common than we think

8 in 10 
Filipino children 

experienced violence

1 in 2 
children endures 
violence globally
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B/-# School
Parental violence

Education and learning 
outcomes

Bullying, exclusion, SOGIE -
related risk

Safety, belonging, and well -
being



Past experiences >> Present socio -economic circumstance >>Future life outcomes

Family conditions, 

childhood safety, early 

school experiences

Family conditions, 

childhood safety, early 

school experiences

Human capital 

formation
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ÅProspective study on a cohort of Filipinos who were age 10 in 2016; same sample 
observed until age 24 in 2030.
ÅEach survey round collects multi -level data (individual, household, barangays)
ÅNationally representative sample (Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao)
ÅBaseline (2016) sample: n=4,952 (age 10)
ÅLatest completed analytical wave (2024): n=4,264 [age 17/18] (86% of baseline 

sample)
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Longitudinal Study on the 
Filipino Child (LCSFC)



Longitudinal Study on the 
Filipino Child (LCSFC)
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Core modules include: ÅSocio-economic and demographic characteristics
ÅHealth and disability status
ÅEducation and work status
ÅIQ scores
ÅRisk behaviors: substance use 
(e.g., smoking, drinking)

ÅExposure to bullying and domestic violence
ÅSchooling outcomes
ÅSexual orientation, gender identity, and expression (SOGIE)
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LCSFC collects data on 13 of the 17 SDGs, with focus on Goals 
1-5 (Human Capital Formation of the Youth) 

ÅSES indicators
ÅIndicator trends by 

wealth index

ÅFood insecurity
ÅNutritional 

status

ÅHealthy lifestyle index, 
risky behaviors, exposure to 
violence

ÅIndicator trends by sex
ÅSOGIE

ÅSchooling, human capital 
index, access to technology
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2022 LCSFC data reveal:
Å34.8% were exposed to domestic violence (direct or indirect forms)
Å4.2% experienced repeated and intentional bullying; a broader measure 

found 19.2% had experienced bullying



Children exposed to parental violence were less 
likely to remain enrolled in school

Å39.5% of children aged 10 in 2016 (direct form by a parent)

ÅThe association was larger among girls, when stratified by sex

less likely to stay enrolled 

66% less 
likely

48% less 
likely

δ
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Compared to their heterosexual peers, they are:
Å1.7x more likely to experience domestic violence
Å2.1x more likely to experience bullying

Gender expression ** : 

ÅGender non-conforming girls:          Domestic violence

ÅGender non-conforming boys:         Bullying

*Sexual minority: non -heterosexual orientations (e.g., lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, asexual)
**Gender non -conforming: gender expression that does not conform to societal expectations based on sex assigned at 
birth 



Implications for action
Turning the evidence into responsible media practice, advocacy, and 
policy

ÅUse sex- and gender-disaggregated 
data to push for targeted, not one -
size-fits -all, protection programs.

ÅLink child protection to the right to 
education (e.g., treat school 
dropout as a violence -exposure red 
flag, especially for girls.)

ÅChampion explicit protections for 
sexual-minority and gender -
nonconforming children within 
child -protection frameworks.

Child Rights Advocacy
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ÅSustain and scale up nationwide, 
multisectoral early intervention 
programs that integrate parenting 
education, school -based violence 
prevention, and community 
advocacy, with gender -responsive 
approaches tailored to the distinct 
needs of boys and girls
ÅFully implement the strengthened 

Anti -Bullying IRR through practical 
tools, staffing support, and 
monitoring and accountability 
mechanisms.

Public Policy

Sources: 
(1) WHO, Reporting on Violence Against Children: A Guide for Journalists, 2022; 
(2) UNICEF, Ethical Reporting Guidelines. https://www.unicef.org/media/reporting-guidelines


