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Post-Digital Al
Governance

* Post-Digital: not an as an after, but an
emphasis on how uneven digitalization,
interdependencies, hierarchies, and path-
dependencies, generate turbulence

* Turbulence is often disruptive and potentially
dangerous for those who had planned on a
smooth journey, but it can also be a powerful
source for new trajectories of innovation
(Hirblinger and Suda)




China’s
Approaches to A

Governance * Precautionary * Shift from * Emphasis on
risk-based safety & national
approach guideline- models

e Emphasis on based (sovereignty)
human rights approach e Diffusion
e Hard law under the through (open)
instruments Biden smaller
Administration cheaper
to innovation & models for
deregulatory practical
approach use/markets
under the
Trump

administration

e Diffusion of
full US tech
stack through
use of export
controls




The European Approach

Q 2018 Q Aug. 2024

EU General Data Protection Regulation EU Al Act
(GDPR)

CoE Framework Convention on Artificial
Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy
and the Rule of Law

EU Digital Services Act
2022 O Sep. 2024



The European Approach

Accountability for online
platforms (DSA)

Special obligations for “Very
Large Online Platforms” (DSA)

Risk-Based Regulatory
Framework for Al (Al Act)

Rights-based, non-
discrimination (Al Act)

Enforcement through EU Al
Office (Al Act)




The US Approach

Qjan. 2025 QJuly 2025
Executive Order 14179

¢ Removing Barries to American Leadership in Artificial Intelligence

e Largely reversed safety-based approach set out in Biden’s
Executive Order 14110 from 2023

Al Action Plan

e Accelarate innovation, build Al infrastructure, lead in international
Al diplomacy and security

Al Safety Institute renamed as Center for Al Standards
and Innovation (CAISI)

e Shift in emphasis from safety to national security and innovation

June 2025



The US Approach

“Winning the Race for Al” -
Al Action Plan

Reduce compliance costs
and regulatory burden

Emphasis among big tech

giants on achieving AGI

Promote US technical
standards globally




China’s Approach

Q July 2023 Q July 2024
Interim Measures for the Management of Shanghai Declaration on Global Al
Generative Al - comprehensive rules for Governance

. generative Al models, transparency, data I
' protection July 2023 !

Global Al Governance Initiative & UN
General Assembly Resolution on Al,
‘people-centered, national sovereignty,
development

Oct. 2023 O July 2025

Global Al Governance Action Plan



China’s Approach

Early Domestic Regulator,
Particularly GenAl

Diffusion through cheap
and efficient models

Diffusion through practical
applications

Target Global South

Emphasis on UN
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Governance Processes T

Istakeholder, and Regional




United Nations

UNESCO: Recommendation on Ethics of Al (2021)
a non-binding instrument including values,
principles, and policy recommendations

UN Secretary-General’s High-Level Advisory
Body on Al: Global Al Govenrance Framework,
recommended creating UN Al Office to coordinate
international govenrance efforts

UN General Assembly: China (2023) resolution
on Al for development & capacity buidling; US
(2024) resolution on Al governance with emphasis
on safety and human rights; Global Digital
Compact (2024);




G7 - Hiroshima = =
Al Process

IMA SUMMIT 2023

e Launched in 2023 at the
Hiroshima G7 Summit

* Japan’s guideline-based
approach that emerged
domestically coalesced into a
multistakeholder Al
governance process that
advanced human-centerness,
human rights, and safety

e Alignment within G7 states, EU
Al Office, OECD GPAI




o 2023 O 2025

Bletchley Park . Paris “Action Summit”

Al Safety Summits
& Frontier Model

Safety .

Commitments

Seoul

O 2024




Al and Digital
Governance




Al and Digital Governance

* Al is increasingly perceived as a priority not just for development
and economic cooperation but for international security

* Global strategies and Global Al ecosystems bring together
priorities with vulnerabilities

* Al and DI: Digital infrastructure includes data centers, physical supply
chains, 5G networks, undersea cables

* Al and Cybersecurity: Enhancing cybersecurity awareness and
capabilities
Al and Information: Misinformation and Disinformation



One Al World or Many?

* Taking stock of Al governnace highlights uneveness,
contradictions, vulernabilities, and turblence

* US-China strategic competition and competing models of Al governance
and tech diffusion —whose tech stack will fuel Al accelerated growth?

* Multiple governance initatives (EU, CoE) and the role of the UN
* Multistakeholder forums (G7, G20)
* Problem of capacity at every stage of the Al ‘lifecycle’
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